
R4 A2: Indigenous rights are human rights!

Proposers DWARS, GroenLinkse Jongeren

Motion text

From line 13 to 14:

All trade agreements by the EU and by European countries must respect the 

indigenus rights of the counterpartthe indigenous communities directly or indirectly

affected in the counterpart and possibly in neighbouring states. This must entail

respect for ILO Convention 169 alongside core human rights conventions.

Furthermore, these indigenous communities must be consulted and represented in

the discussions and evaluation of the agreement either by a representative or,

where possible, a collective or council representing them

Reason
The amendment:

1. Changes respect for indigenous rights to respect for the rights of indigenous

communities,2. Changes respect to those in the counterpart to further specify those being

both directly or indirectly affected, whether that is in the counterpart or

possibly in neighbouring states.3. Specifies respect for the ILO Convention 169 similarly to operative clause 2,

as well as the core human rights conventions.4. Adds the inclusion of indigenous communities in the discussions and

evaluation of the trade agreement.

Why:

1. Seemingly a minor change, it is an important distinction. Indigenous peoples

affected by trade agreements must have both their basic human rights and

specific rights as indigenous peoples respected.2. The specification of ‘directly or indirectly’ is to emphasise that indirect

discrimination is just as important. Adding indigenous communities in

neighbouring states is something we see as relevant as (a) indigenous

peoples can span intraregionally, as the resolution itself acknowledges with

regards to the Sami People in the Sapmi area; (b) environmental effects can

span intraregionally and thus affect the lands of indigenous communities in

neighbouring states.3. The specification aims to align this clause with operative clause 2, and also
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further emphasises the core human rights conventions, see change #1

above.4. Akin to how labour unions and relevant/affected stakeholders are consulted in

the current status quo for trade agreements currently negotiated. It is thus

important that indigenous communities are likewise always consulted as a

stakeholder in the negotiation of trade agreements that could affect them.
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