
R7 A7: Tax the Rich to Save the Climate

Proposers DWARS, GroenLinkse Jongeren

Motion text

From line 80 to 83:

The EU needs to re-design its trade and foreign economic policies, to ensure that

when receiving crucial resources such as metals to enable the green economic

transition, both EU firms and countries, and those countries that provide the EU

with the natural resources needed are appropriately compensated. This would

entail expanding and ensuring protections and compensation of workers in

countries where the resources are extracted, through setting greater worker rights

requirements on natural resource products that enter the EU single market. The

EU should support investment to construct natural resource processing

infrastructure to ensure that they gain larger shares of the value-added in the

global product value chain. Finally, in the process of creating or expanding natural

resource extraction projects, the communities affected by these projects should be

involved in the decision-making processes in an equitable manner.

The Climate emergency, environmental degradation and economic inequalities are

intimately linked. Let's fight against all three at the same time, let's tax the rich!
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Reason
Reasoning:

The EU has the ability to make the green economic transition beneficial for all. This

entails ensuring that firms source their materials ethically, and ensure that both their

own employees and those of the mining firms they outsource the operations to make

sure that compensation is equitable and appropriate and that working conditions are

ensured. Furthermore, it has been debated in various economic literature, that

extending value-added processes to developing countries will allow them to

economically develop and gain in wealth. Crucially, this will also need to entail

environmental considerations, as the type and consistency of energy production
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should be included in such an investment campaign. Nonetheless, this would allow

for natural resource producing countries to gain larger shares of the value-added

produced, and therefore, bring both the environmental benefits to EU countries

importing these natural resources, and at the same contribute to improving working

and living conditions in natural resource producing countries. Furthermore, natural

resource projects have had in many cases socially harmful impacts. These can be

reduced by including the communities affected by them in the decision-making

processes.
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