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makes social protection a priority and values the care work, accomplished mainly by
women, for people and the environment.

20. A degrowth transition towards post-growth economies
Given that the fulfiiment of universal human needs (see Glossary 180) and the conditions

for wellbeing globally cannot be realised under the current economic system based on

growth and capital accumulation, FYEG stands for degrowth as a post-capitalist strategy
towards a post-growth society. Degrowth is a planned reduction of energy and material
use designed to bring the economy back into balance with the living world in a way that

reduces inequality and improves human well-being, at the local and global level, in the
short and long term (see Glossary 36). The goal of degrowth is to reduce ecological

impact, reduce inequality, and improve well-being. In contrast with degrowth, recessions
are not planned, and do not target any of these outcomes. They are not intended to

reduce ecological impact (even though this might in some cases be an unintended
outcome), and they are certainly not intended to reduce inequality and improve well-being
— indeed, they do the opposite. Economies that exceed the ecological capacities of the
planet, as the ones in Europe, have to be restructured such that they can decelerate
justly, without the suffering that recessions bring. Nevertheless, there are some regions in

Europe that are more responsible for exceeding planetary boundaries and whose current
ecological footprint is higher, which are the ones that have to degrow more and faster.

The downscaling of less-necessary forms of production such as fossil fuels, fast fashion,
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industrial farming or luxury goods, entails liberating productive capacities that can be
redirected to activities that contribute to human and environmental wellbeing, such as
clean energy, essential services, agroecology and care.

Economic growth measured by GDP has to be abandoned as a policy objective. Policy
has instead to focus on ecosocial metrics such as life expectancy, health, education,
housing, and ecologically sustainable work as indicators of both ecosystems and human
well-being. The strong evidence of the impossibility of decoupling economic growth from
ecological impacts at the pace and scale required, points to the need to address the
situation from a post-growth paradigm, with a necessary phase of degrowth in economies
that are above the regenerative capacity of the planet.

Degrowth is a demand for effective decolonization. Countries in the global south should
be free to organise their resources and labour around meeting human needs rather than
around servicing Northern growth. Historically, the industrial growth in Europe and the
subsequent expansion and industrialisation of its colonies were significantly facilitated by
the pattern of appropriating raw materials, natural resources, and labour from the Global
South through what has been named as ecological unequal exchange. Even following the
withdrawal of colonial troops, the fundamental structure of the colonial economy endures,
sustaining growth in the North through the continued appropriation, exploitation, and
oppression of the South.

Degrowth is a transition towards post-growth economies because the reduction in

production and consumption is a means to create the conditions for the transformation of
the modes of living. The destination is a post-growth society characterised by an

economy in an harmonious relation with nature where it is possible to thrive without

growth. Policies such as universal basic services, universal basic income or universal

care income, working time reduction and a green job guarantee among others could play
a key role in creating the universal security of livelihoods during the process of transition,

accompanied by polices that democratically enact ecological limits with social justice,
such as caps on material and energy use, caps on income and wealth and flight quotas
among others.
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Reason

This amendment is part of a overall suggestion from the Beyond Growth Platform
after the revision of the Political Platform. The amendments were submitted as an
only amendment to the text, but were re-submitted separately to facilitate the debate

during the GA.

The amendments are in line with the resolution on Degrowth (R5) tabled by the EC
following the request of the Beyond Growth Platform.
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