EC2 Lena Zehne

Proposers:
Agenda item: 2. Candidates for Co-Spokesperson

Introduction

Dear friends,

| am Lena, a 26-year-old activist and local politician who is
intentionally loud, quick to admit when I'm still learning but
stubborn enough to never let that wear me down, and firmly
convinced that our movement’s strength lies in our ability to
sustain one another.

I am running for Co-Spokes!

My application is a roadmap for how we can continue to turn
FYEG into an unavoidable political force, which emphasizes unity Griine Jugend (Germany)
and resilience. It is a collection of everything | have learned

while navigating the messy, beautiful reality of our activism

throughout my 11 years as a member of the Young Greens.

Member Organisation:

To set the mood for the road to the GA, I've curated this playlist to share a different side of my world.
Let’s get hyped!

Stay loud,
Your Lena (she/her)
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Dear delegates to the General Assembly 2026 of FYEG,

On behalf of Griine Jugend (GJ) Germany, I am writing to express our full and enthusiastic
support for Lena Zehne’s candidacy as Co-Spokes of the FYEG Executive Committee for the
2026/2027 mandate. We take great pride in highlighting both her professional expertise and her
deep-rooted commitment to our movement, shaped by over 11 years of dedicated involvement in
our Green family. Since last year she has been a member of the Executive Committee of FYEG
and was able to bring a European spirit to our GJ. She inspired stages at our national General
Assembly, federal state congresses, regional conventions, and protests with her insights from the
Young European Greens and raised awareness for international aspects. We are more than
convinced that she is a true speaker and, hence, a worthy Co-Spokes.

Her leadership qualities remained evident throughout her 2025 campaign as a lead candidate for
the city council in her hometown Halle (Saale). Building on this experience in 2026, she is now
standing as a candidate for the state parliament on the Saxony-Anhalt federal state list while
simultaneously contesting a direct seat in her own constituency. Lena has remained a constant
and active presence in the GJ of Saxony-Anhalt, which is located in East Germany. In this
region, the political landscape is defined by the significant strength of the far-right, creating a
challenging environment for young Green activists that differs substantially from the political
experience in many Western strongholds. She consistently led efforts to maintain a visible Green
presence in spaces where our members often face intense opposition and social pressure. By
organizing in Saxony-Anhalt, she proved she has the resilience to stay active when the
surroundings work to marginalize progressive voices, performing the essential grassroots work
in a territory where every Green event requires immense courage and persistence.

Her identity is rooted in this specific reality of East Germany, a region marked by historical and
structural differences that continue to shape its political culture today. She understands that the
German experience is not a monolith and that the struggle for democracy in Saxony-Anhalt
requires a level of grit and strategic patience that offers a valuable perspective within FYEG. By
bringing this background to the Executive Committee, she helps ensure a more nuanced
understanding of the diverse political climates across the continent. She acts as a crucial bridge,
carrying the lived experience of a region where the fight for Green values is a daily necessity,
making her uniquely capable of advocating for true regional diversity within our federation.

Her ability to communicate complex European issues while staying grounded in local
struggles is exactly what FYEG needs to mobilize young people across the continent. We
fully stand behind her candidacy, convinced that she is the right person to represent our
shared values and to drive a progressive, inclusive agenda for the future of Europe.
Given her extensive skills, personal qualities, and the network she has built within the
international Green movement, we are certain that she is the ideal candidate for this role.
Based on her proven track record and deep experience with FYEG, the GJ
wholeheartedly supports Lena’s application to serve as Co-Spokes.

Melsa Yildirim International Secretary of Griine
Jugend (Germany)
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